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and to contribute to this huge project. So the timing was 
perfect.

Q: Which department of Kyushu University do you belong 
to?

OLIVE : Mechanical Engineering. I belong to Professor 
Murakami’s department.

Q: Would you tell us some of the differences between 
research methods in France and Japan?

OLIVE : That’s a tough question.
I would say, for example, this HYDROGENIUS project is a 
very interesting example of some differences because here 
there is a desire to combine all the facilities and knowledge 
in one place. As a result, access to facilities and information 
is much easier here. Therefore you can get a myriad of 
results at the same time, maybe more so than in France, 
because more people consolidate their work in these fields 
here. 
Another difference is the level of student involvement in 
research here in Japan. For example, master course students 
in the lab where I work here are much more involved in 
their research, and they work hard to get results. I think 
these are a couple of the main differences.

Q: Can you tell us about the exchange agreement recently 
concluded by Kyushu University and Bordeaux University?

OLIVE : Yes. I’m currently in discussion with Bordeaux 
University to become involved in the new Center of 
Excellence (COE) program, proposed by Professor 
Murakami. I’m now discussing with Bordeaux University 
how to combine research results.

Q: Let me change the focus here a little. How do you like 

Q: First of all, please tell us of your academic affiliation in 
France, and your field of research.

OLIVE : In France I belong to the National Center 
for Scientific Research (CNRS), which is a national 
organization for scientific research. It’s the biggest public 
research organization in Europe. We have 22,000 people 
appointed, among which 12,000 are researchers in many 
different fields. This organization has many laboratories 
spread out all over France, and collaborates with different 
universities. I used to work in a laboratory located in 
Bordeaux, belonging to CNRS, as well as University of 
Bordeaux 1.
My field of research involves charting the behavior of 
materials in the environment, or the environmental effect 
on material behavior. These are advanced studies that have 
many applications in the aerospace industry, as well as the 
nuclear industry. Such data is useful in trying to predict 
potential operating problems in those industries.

Q: Please tell us what has brought you here to Japan.

OLIVE : It’s not my first but second time to visit Japan. 
I visited Japan in 1994 at the Tokyo University of Science. 
Professor Igata invited me, and I spent two months in Japan 
at that time. I enjoyed learning a lot about Japanese people, 
my professional colleagues, and students. After two months 
I vowed to try and come back to Japan in the future, if 
possible. Actually, I promised myself I would come back 
in ten years. It’s not exactly ten years since my first visit to 
Japan, but at least I could keep my promise to come back. 
That is the first reason I came back. The second reason is 
the HYDROGENIUS project that started last year. I have 
found this project to be very challenging, promising and 
very interesting. To be invited by Professor Murakami was 
a very good opportunity for me to come back to Japan, 
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National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology has set up the Research Center for 

Hydrogen Industrial Use and Storage (HYDROGENIUS) on July 1, 2006 in close cooperation with Kyushu 

University on the Ito-Campus. This research center aims to establish the safety technology of hydrogen 

utilization and to explore the basic science of hydrogen.

French scientist, Jean-Marc OLIVE is visiting Kyushu University to participate in the research project of 

HYDROGENIUS.
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