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How does the way we present decision problems influence 

the decision-making? How does the way we ask a 

question influence the answer that we get? In this 

seminar, I will focus on the various cognitive biases and 

heuristics that shape the information-processing during 

decision-making. In setting the space for deliberation, 

decision-makers make crucial meta-decisions in how 

much time, effort, and information-processing they invest 

toward making decisions. These meta-decisions crucially 

impact on the quality and speed of decisions, the role of 

emotion and habitual processing, as well as on the 

positioning with respect to opportunity costs. The goal of 

the present scientific approach is to systematically 

ident i fy the potent ia l  adverse effects from such 

meta-decisions, and to develop optimal strategies for 

decision-making that aims for rationality, fairness, and 

well-being.
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Johan Lauwereyns (1969) obtained a Ph.D. in 
Cognitive Science at the University of Leuven in 
Belgium in 1998. He conducted research on the 
c ogn i t i v e  a nd  n eu r a l  mechan i sms  o f  
decision-making at Juntendo University in 
Japan, the U.S. National Institutes of Health, and 
Victoria University of  Well ington in New 
Zea land .  In  2010  he  sh i f ted  to  Kyushu  
University. Recently, in addition to his research 
on decision science, Lauwereyns particularly 
focuses on making decision science relevant for 
policymaking in areas like bioethics. He has 
published widely, including academic papers in 
j ou rna l s  s u ch  a s  Na tu r e  and  Neu ron ,  
monographs with The MIT Press, and essays 
and fiction in his native language, Dutch.
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