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The “Mushi” that Infect Insects: The Curious World of Microsporidia
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Did you know that insects can get sick too? Focusing on
microsporidia, a unique and little-known group of insect patho-
gens, this talk explores how insect—microbe interactions shape
ecological balance and inspire environmentally friendly pest
management approaches known as microbial control.

Lessons in Craft and Design from the Insects Around Us
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Toko Kitamura / Kaito Nakagawa / Nagito Imamura / Shunta Amino
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The Saito Lab explores the intersection of origami engineering

and biomimicry. In this talk, we present studies inspired by tiger
beetles, honeybees, cicadas, and earwigs. Participants will also

b.studentgroup  take part in @ hands-on origami workshop inspired by the earwig's
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unique wing-folding mechanism and explore its engineering
potential.

Tiny Insects, Big Health: From Insect Factories to Edible Vaccines
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Silkworms are best known for producing silk, but they are also
emerging as “insect factories” capable of producing proteins used
in pharmaceuticals and vaccines. In this talk, | will introduce our
research on edible vaccines produced by silkworms and discuss
how insect biotechnology may contribute to future healthcare,
food security, and a more sustainable society.

Friend, Foe, or Future? The New Age of Insect Innovation
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Brian Blumberg, M2 Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Science
Evan Chan, B2 School of Agriculture
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Feared by many and loved by some, insects are a subject of
intense scientific study. Traditionally, these small critters were
simply targets to eliminate to protect our health and agricultural
prosperity. However, recent advancements have shed light on
incredible insect-inspired technologies. Join us as we explore the
fine line between mayhem and creation in the world of entomology.




