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What's your story?

How to tell your research to the public
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Why is research PR necessary in the first place? What is the most effective
way of promoting your research? Beyond being a societal duty for all
researchers, impactful PR can raise the reputation of your institution,
boost your paper reads and citations, and even increase funding! Come
and join PR professionals and science communicators to learn all about
how to get your research noticed everywhere!
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Heather Young/ ~AH— - ¥ > /45

Vice President for Communication & Public Relations at OIST
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Heather Young is a seasoned and purpose-driven communications professional.
With 15 years of experience, her expertise spans public relations, media relations,
marketing, public affairs, community relations, corporate social responsibility,
crisis communications, internal engagement, and events. Now at OIST, Heather
leads an international and dynamic team who ensure the story of this pioneering
graduate university—a catalyst for world-class research, education, and
innovation—is known locally, nationally, and around the globe.
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Media Relations Manager at OIST
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Having worked in communications and public relations in diverse sectors and
countries, Tomomi Okubo has an extensive professional network. She plans and
implements strategic media communications at OIST. Tomomi is the principal
contact point between OIST members and the media, both domestic and
international. During her time with OIST, the institution has received prominent
domestic and international coverage.

Hisashi Gakiya/ EZEEA

Media Relations Specialist at OIST
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Originally from Naha City, Okinawa, Hisashi Gakiya has been involved in a wide
range of communication-related activities, including event operations, community
relations programs, and media relations. In the OIST Media Section, he is
involved in a variety of initiatives designed to communicate OIST's activities and
cutting edge research to the world. After graduating from Okinawa Shogaku High
School, he attended University of Hawaii at Manoa, where he studied public
relations and digital media.
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Science Communicator at Kyushu University
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Born and raised in Japan, and always interested in science communication. In
2017, after completing a master’s in Life Science at Kyoto University, Raymond
began working at Kyoto University's Office of Global Communication. In 2021, he
began his work at Kyushu University as a Science Communicator. He is also the
organizer of Nerd Nite Kyushu; an event where nerdy people listen to nerdy talks
all while sharing a drink (like a science café but with booze).
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Science Communicator at Kyushu University
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Originally from the UK, Dani Ellenby moved to Japan in 2019 after completing a
master’s in Science Communication at Imperial College London. She began
working as a science communication professional at OIST, before moving to
Kyushu University in 2023. During her career, she has successfully landed
research stories and scientist profiles in local, national, and international media
outlets.




