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72, 10 BICBEMICLS [SMBNOHSHATZZT 4N
20211 ISRSYT4TELTEMTBIEL. RTF—VICT @
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1&8H7Y 231.22 | 197.66 | 176.22 | 278.05 | 218.65 | -59.4
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(oew | on [ o | on | om | o] on | umfen]on|on | o] e
RAVb 12,712 10,289 12,407 12,387 7,280 7,992 13,069 12,865 12,103 10,603 8,897 6,651 127,255
i‘f%ﬁzﬁ;$ 10.42% 12.91% 13.18% 10.71% 13.09% 14.48% 9.64% 9.80% 11.46% 13.43% 14.25% 14.70% 11.77%
Lo 4,590 3,370 4,143 3,921 2,909 3,666 4,271 3,753 3,654 2,982 2,788 2,852 42,899
v /(%Eijz)&g 1.92% 2.18% 2.22% 1.93% 2.48% 2.95% 1.71% 1.70% 1.80% 1.90% 2.09% 2.45% 2.04%
Ny TR 6 1 4 1 4 6 1 17 5 2 4 11 62
Ny THY 2 0 2 2 0 1 2 1 1 1 4 10 26
B 238,868 | 154,461 | 186,660 | 203,549 | 117,238 | 124,473 | 249,909 | 220,833 | 202,890 | 156,779 | 133,189 | 116,584 |2,105,433
TURAF 62,021 40,316 49,491 50,276 30,179 32,380 64,499 63,657 51,494 42,636 35,247 27,967 | 550,163
S—LFYRSLK| 59978 39,374 44,674 65,339 25,418 22,7196 71,130 67,590 54,118 36,330 27,205 17,277 531,229
ﬁ;;ﬁv(;)_ 121,999 | 79,690 94,165 | 115,615 | 55,597 55,176 | 135,629 | 131,247 | 105,612 | 78,966 62,452 45,244 11,081,392
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BLELE, INE, —BREN1L2HEHOEMERE
FAEICHEELET, (—BRE—HL-VOFEREAEN
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Student
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ARIUBFRES R T LFEIR |

BENFHG (RIMRE) 5126 by
Tahira Irfan 7 "fZ’_

What kind of research are you
currently doing?

| am doing research about “transport and fate of riverine

plastics in Indian Ocean”.
Indian Ocean receives higher amount of plastic wastes
from the surrounding countries but as compared to other
oceans it is relatively unexplored therefore it is interesting
to study about plastics in Indian Ocean. Basically, | am
building a numerical particle tracking model to visualize
how marine plastic is carried by ocean currents, wind and
waves in Indian Ocean.

So far, | have learned that Indian Ocean has different
transport mechanism than other Oceans because of
seasonal monsoon influences. The transport pathways
of plastics are significantly different in the absence of
wind and waves.

In August, | will go on research vessels to observe
microplastic sampling in Seto Inland sea, Japan. It was
my first time to experience microplastic sampling in sea
because when | joined Kyushu University, all activities
were restricted during to COVID-19.

Tell us about your dreams and goals
for the future.

| would like to study more about plastic pollution
especially Indian Ocean, because the region is quite

IRIFREIEICHY T F

SDGs_Goal

e ADY=3]

unexplored. Although Pakistan form border of west Indian
Ocean (Arabian sea) but | think research activities in the
region are quite scarce. Also | think not a lot of people
in my country don’t usually study oceanography as their
major. As far as | know, it is very rare subject.

| thought about studying ocean plastics because back
in my undergraduate school, | visited a lake to do a short
study on microplastics in a lake. | saw plastic floating on
lake's surface. On studying further | found it is not good
for aquatic life or food chain. At that time in Pakistan no
one was working on plastics in water bodies, even for my
teacher it was new. Therefore, | felt that | need to study
more about this by taking guidance from a mentor who is
already working on this topic. Meanwhile | was selected
for MEXT Scholarship, and | joined Isobe laboratory,
where | started working on marine plastic pollution in
Indian Ocean under Isobe Sensei’s supervision.

| want to study about ocean specifically ocean plastics.
Therefore, | think if | have to understand the working of
natural environment. Only then, | can help more people
learn and study about plastics and oceanography in
general. | know, it is not going to be easy process and
will take a lot of time, but | hope | can achieve it.

| would like to study more about oceanography and
gather a lot of field work experience. In this fall | will
proceed to doctoral course in oceanography at Kyushu
University and will continue my learning about ocean
plastics. In future, | want to take part in more research
activities related to ocean plastics. So far, | think | should
focus on Indian Ocean region.

| would like to go for field trips, participates in marine
plastic sampling and other research activities. Speaking
overall, | would like to study more about physical
oceanography, specifically ocean plastics and educate
and help more people in my country and in world to learn
about it.

These are some group photos of
Isobe laboratory members during
the observation of Seto Inland sea
in August.
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