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Chair of the organizing committee Prof. Aya Hagishima

The final round of VISION PITCH 2022 was held at ACROS Fukuoka on October 1. From a total of forty
applicants (26 from Division A and 14 from Division B), eleven (six from Division A and five from Division B)
were chosen to present their pitches to a large audience. Three-minute presentations were followed by five-minute
jury questions. The jury consisted of the six industry and academic professionals listed below.

Mr. Shuhei Morofuji  Founder & CEO, Reapra Pte. Ltd.

Mr. Masanori Sawada Executive Vice President, CMO, Helios

Mr. Makoto Maeda President, Kyushu TLO Company, Limited

Dr. Hiroko Kinoshita  Assoc. Professor, Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu university
Dr. Yasuhiro Mitani Professor, Faculty of Engineering, Kyushu university

Dr. Yukina Takahashi  Assoc. Professor, [2CNER, Kyushu University

Each of the six committee members ranked the top three candidates based on the two criteria listed below. These
were given scores, which were then counted to determine the final ranking.
1) Do they effectively present their own research plan? And do they respond appropriately to questions?

2) If the research project is excused, is the social impact deemed to be significant?

Firstly, in the first part of the competition, five students from category B appeared on stage; the five consisted of
one B4 student, three M1 students and one M2 student. Despite having limited research experience, all of the
presenters effectively conveyed the originality and social significance of their research topics in their three-minute
presentations. Their responses to diverse questions posed by the panel of judges were generally persuasive.

In the second segment of the event, six doctoral students presented their research. They were likely more familiar
with the challenges and status of their own research than the previous speakers due to their longer research carrier.
Possibly as a result, there appeared to be some variation in the strategies for delivering their presentations to non-
specialists. Some presentations focused on the unique and exciting characteristics of the research field rather than
their own research project, while others struggled to explain their advanced research using simple language. Their
pitches manifested a variety of original perspectives and creative ideas.

In the end, a total of six finalists from first to third place were awarded for each category. After the document
screening, all finalists should have spent approximately one month carefully preparing for this day in order to deliver
the best pitch. All of the eleven finalists, including those who did not win awards, were outstanding, eloquently
demonstrating the appeal of their research and their dedication to it. We hope that they will treasure the experiences
and friendships they gained from this VISION PITCH 2022, and that they will continue to enjoy and pursue their
research with exuberance in the future.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone involved for their assistance in organising this event and humbly request

their continued cooperation for the research activities of students and faculty of the university.



Table 1. Finalists of Division A (doctoral students)

Award Name School Grade Title
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Table 2. Finalists of Division B (master and B4 students)

Award Name 22T Grade Title (Translated title from Japanese)
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The finalists are sorted by the order of their pitch. Translations into English of research proposals submitted in

Japanese have been provided by the organizing committee only for reference.



