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Q What do you like
] — about ISI?

A I like the interactive nature of
our school. This allows me to
think much more concretely
and practically about how to
generate good solutions for A I see “interdisciplinary” as a form of

society through studying innovation across disciplines — making

decision science.

(Q What do you think about
IST and how would you
describe it?

new tools, new systems, and new values
by combining different perspectives
from the sciences and humanities. For
instance, in my own research, by
focusing on the mechanisms of brain
and mind, we can try to improve
decision making in many different
aspects of society.

Q For whom would
you recommend ISI?

Our school is ideal for students

who have wide-ranging

\ interests, an open mind, and a
) willingness to try new things.
‘\ It is also the best place for

students who have a unique

| vision that goes beyond the
usual boundaries of academic
disciplines.
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Q What can the students
do after they graduate?

A Roughly speaking, I see three routes for

interdisciplinary research field.

2) Become an innovative policymaker in
business or government, either local
or global.

3) Start your own venture or
independent enterprise as a =ﬂu

social innovator. ==
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Ql Why did you choose ISI?

Q1 Why did you choose ISI?

Possessing a multiplicity of perspectives to understand the prevalent social issues are necessary; hence,
the School of Interdisciplinary Science and Innovation (ISI) allows the integration of both natural and
human science classes. That is, transcending the boundaries of the specialized fields and addressing the
issues multifacetedly. After completing the KIKAN education, | have acquired the foundational knowledge
and skills required for problem-solving, which enabled me to discover a suitable specialized course. The
student could choose from the four areas, through which | have selected “People and Society;” more
importantly, however, it is not limited to taking courses within the chosen area as the School of ISI
encourages the students to take cross-area courses. Furthermore, as the faculty’s name suggests, the
School of ISI accentuates the “interdisciplinary” aspect; therefore, | can learn beyond the selected area
and the specialized course. Accordingly, | could achieve my desire to be a social innovator who can
discover solutions to social issues on a local and global scale.

Q2 What were the good things about being admitted to ISI?

Community. Since the classes are quite compact, consisting of 20-30 students, the relationship
between students and professors is relatively close. Whenever there are problems in terms of academics
or campus life, the professors accommodate the students in their best interests. Additionally, the ISI office
also supports the students with their concerns and questions.

The professors encourage the students to share ideas through group/class discussions; thus,
interactions are inevitable. Besides focusing on self-expression, the students could expand on their own
perspectives with the other students since the classes are more of an investigative approach, where
students first-handedly and proactively raise questions. Henceforth, the ISI students are rather creative
and innovative whenever proposing solutions and, therefore, strive to achieve their DP.

Q3 What is your theme for DP and what is your dream?

With globalization advancing at an unprecedented rate, an increasing number of individuals have been
situating cross-culturally, resulting in many children inhabiting cross-national lives; frequently
conceptualized as “Third Culture Kid” (TCK). As a result of children spending most of their significant
formative years in countries besides their parent’s origin or the children’s national background, TCKs often
feel rootlessness. As a half Japanese/Filipino growing up in China, | consider myself a TCK. Identity issues
are not simply an individual problem, which could be solved alone, but rather a global phenomenon that
requires attention; hence my research is to understand identity further. To delve into the research topic, |
am currently studying “Narrative Therapy and Narrative Analysis” in Clinical Education Laboratory under
the Graduate School of Human-Environment Studies. Using the individual’s personal narratives, | hope to
become a multilingual counselor.

| encouraged myself to choose ISI because | could not find any other faculty like ISI, especially
in my country. Having the freedom to choose what you want to do even in the middle of your
university journey is something that | did not expect to be a very humbling experience. Also, |
always thought that being surrounded by interesting people with different sets of motivations and
backgrounds would broaden my horizon and strengthen my knowledge here in my university life.
Moreover, knowing that the areas of ISI are specifically made to be an ‘issue-based’ program, | was
amazed by the opportunity to make my own study and research directly impactful to society.

Q2 What were the good things about being admitted to ISI?

The faculty and the staffs are the people that | believe will always have my back and stand there
for any kind of support for me academically. ISl is an environment where people are building their
dreams, and the diversity of passion of each person amazes me. It is a truly humbling experience
to learn about the different dreams and visions of ISI students and how everyone utilizes ISI to the
maximum capacity to help them reach their dream.

Moreover, being in ISI created a problem-solving mindset within me, where | can combine
different disciplines to tackle complex issues in society and discuss the issues with many different
professors with different expertise.

Q3 What is your theme for DP and what is your dream?

| mainly focus on the area of Earth and Environment so that | can do coral reef conservation
projects in the future. Also, the focus of my DP is to obtain the necessary information or
parameters to conduct the protection of coral reef ecosystems in the southern islands of Japan. By
identifying the anthropological, geomorphological, and geological aspects of coral reef threats, |
hope that | could learn and develop important points to build concrete evidence to protect the
coastal environments and help various research. This theme sparked an idea for me to make better
movements for climate change in a significant manner. Objectively, being able to map and
understand a designated area that could have anthropological activities and a high-level
biodiversity area would be impactful for the social economy and the education of coastal
communities.
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